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MEMOIRS OF JOSEPH STURGE. 
(Continued from page 355.) 
Interview with the Danish Ministers. 
Copenhagen, 9 mo., 1850. 
‘¢T forwarded a letter from here on the 11th 
instant, and at eleven o’clock that day we had 
an interview alone with the Prime Minister, 













an hour, when I read to him a statement we had 
previously drawn yp of our reasons for asking 
the interview, including the outline of the re- 
sult of our visit to Kiel and Rendsburg, and 
the reply of the Government of the Duchies. 
I stated that though those we called upon 
seemed determined to resist force by force to 
the last extremity, they all, without a single 
exception, were ready to leave the whole mat- 
ter in dispute to fair and impartial arbitration ; 
quoted the former treaty between Denmark and 
the Duchies, binding them to refer all disputes 
between them, not to the decision of the sword, 
but to arbitration; and concluded by saying 
that ‘though we came as private individuals, 
connected with no political authority, we knew 
but that we represented the convictions and sym- 
thies of millions, both oa this and the other 
side of the Atlantic, and we entreated the 
Danish Government, in the name of our common 






















































































countrymen. 
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the Count A. W. Molcke, for more than half 







Christianity, to arrest the further slaughter of 
those to whom God had united them not only 
by the ties of the universal brotherhood of man, 
but also by close affinity of neighborhood, and 
whom they even considered as their own 
We earnestly appealed to them 
to put an end to this unnatural and deplorable 
war, aud to accept a mode of settlement which 
shall recognize and establish the just rights of 
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both parties, and heal the breach which the 
sword had made between them.’ I had felt so 
anxious about the result of this interview, and 
saw how much depended upon it, that I was 
quite overcome with emotion before I finished, 
and felt a difficulty in reading over two of the 
last sentences distinctly; but, perhaps on that 
very account, it did not produce the less effect 
upon the minister. Afterwards Elihu Burritt 
and Frederic Wheeler addressed him. In reply, 
he assured us of the anxious desire of Denmark 
for peace with Holstein, and appealed to a 
proposition they had made to constitute a fair 
tribunal from Holstein-Schleswig, and Den- 
mark, to settle the question amicably. We 
still urged a reference to impartial arbitrators 
not natives of either country, making use of all 
the arguments that occurred to us in favor of 
it. He by no means put a negative upon our 
proposition, appeared deeply interested, and I 
thought somewhat touched and affected by our 
visit, thanked us for it with apparent cordiality, 
and before we parted, intimated that we must 
look rather to the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
than to him for an answer. We left with him the 
papers I had read, to show to his colleagues if 
he thought fit. We afterwards saw Professor 
David, who evinced a deep interest in our mis- 
sion, and intimated when we parted that he 
would go and see the Prime Minister, and prob- 
ably the Minister of Foreign Affairs, before the 
latter saw us in the evening. Punctually 
at half-past seven o’clock we went to the Hotel of 
the Foreign Minister, who at once received us, 
and seated us with himeelf at a round table. 
On my proposing to read the same statement 
which I had to his colleague in the morning, 
he said that he had seen it and read it, and it 
was therefore not necessary. I then said that 
perhaps he would allow my friends to offer 
a few observations, on which F. Wheeler made 
some remarks on the lamentable consequences 
of a continuance of the war, and the advan- 
tages of an amicable termination of it. This 
was followed up with great earnestness by 
Elihu Burritt at some length; after whieh 
De Reedtz, the minister, said that before he 
went into the question as related to the Gov- 





370 FRIENDS’ 


ernment, he wished to say a few words in refer 


ence to himself personally. He had, after be- 
ing in public life for many years, retired with 
the wish and intention of never entering it 
again, and he should have preferred, to being 
in the position he now occupied, following his 
scientific pursuits; that he had taken his pres- 
ent office solely with the hope of securing 
peace ; that he had three several times been a 
party to negotiations for the purpose, but that 
they had failed. But he assured us, in the 
most earnest and apparently sincere manner, 
that he was still ready to make any reasonable 
sacrifices to obtain it. He admitted all the 
evils we had stated as connected with the war 
in which brother was engaged against brother, 
father against son, and the dreadful evils which 
it engendered in the mutual hatred which in- 
creased the longer the war continued, and 
would be transmitted for ages to come; in 
fact, that it was likely to be the ruin of both 
countries, and the successful party might be 
the one who had the last dollar to spend. This 
and other things of the same kind he said with 
an earnestness of manner that,we could not 
doubt his sincerity. He then, on behalf of 
the Government, pointed out the different 


abortive efforts they had made to stop the war ; 
heard all the arguments we wished to urge 
on him to adopt the course we proposed ; said 


that Denmark, even now, was disposed to con- 
cede even a part of her just claims rather than 
the war should proceed ; that he would consult 
his colleagues the next day on our proposition 
(which he did not put a negative upon) ; and 
if he had anything favorable to communicate, 
would let us know. We were with him more 
than an hour, and after leaving him we con- 
cluded that we must, if possible, get a definite 
answer either for or against our proposition, 
and the next morning sent him a letter to say 
(after thanking him for our reception and the 
assurance of his anxiety for peace) that as, 
after we left Copenhagen, we should feel it our 
duty to publish the result of our mission, and 
wished to do strict justice to all parties, we 
should be obliged by a reply whether the 
Danish Government took the responsibility of 
rejecting our proposition or not. A verbal 
message came back, saying we should have a 
reply. At this time Professor David was with 
us, and we found that he had dined the day 
before with the ministers, that the Prime 
Minister and the Secretary of Foreign Affairs 
had had a long consultation, apparently in 
reference to our communication; and when 
we told him of what had occurred at the inter- 
view of the night before, and that, as we had 
now done all we could, we had written for a 
definite answer, he seemed deeply anxious that 
this answer should not be in the negative. 
He then left us to go and see the minister him- 
self. An bour or two after he was gone, we 
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fersange or a letter from the latter, appointing 
nine o’clock the next morning to see us again 
lat his hotel. Finding we had all the after- 
| noon to spare, we accepted an invitation of the 
American minister (who is become extremely 
interested in our mission, and most anxious to 
help us) to go by railway with him to Roshilde, 
where we were out of observation of the pub- 
lic at Copenhagan, aud spent a few hours most 
pleasantly in looking at the old cathedral, wan- 
dering about the beautiful suburbs, and after- 
| wards taking tea together. We got back be- 


tween ten and eleven o’clack. 


* * * * * 


‘* We are just returned from the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. During this interview the 
minister stated that he could not send us a 
written reply, as such writing would become a 
public document. Further, on behalf of him- 
self and his colleagues, he had to say that, al- 
though they could not officially accept the pro- 
posed mode of settlement, yet they wished it 
to be distinctly understood they did by no 
means reject it, and assured us that if the pro- 
posal were forwarded to them in an official and 
tangible shape, the Danish Government would 
tuke it iuto its immediate consideration, with 
every disposition towards its acceptance, and 
without being tenacious as to the form in 
which, or the channel through which, it might 
be forwarded. 


Second Interview with the Schleswig-Holstein 
Authorities. 
Kiel, 9th mo. 23, 1850. 

“ We arrived here about eleven o’clock, and 
found a gentleman at the station waiting to 
take us at once to M. Francke, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs for Schleswig-Holstein. On 
our arrival he received us very cordially, and 
sat down at a table with us, two other gentle- 
men being present: I briefly introduced the 
subject, and then read the written statement 
which we had given to the Danish Govern- 
ment. I then told him that my friend EK. Bur- 
ritt, whose memory was better than mine, 
would give him the substance of what had 
passed verbally. E. Burritt then gave a full 
and clear outline of the most important part of 
the interviews, especially those which led us 
to the firm belief that De Reedtz, the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs for Denmark, when speak- 
ing on behalf of the Government, was sin- 
cere in his desire to settle the question amica- 
bly, and to meet favorably the proposition to 
arbitrate, and concluded by stating that, in 
consequence of our interviews with Professor 
Worms at Hamburg, F. Wheeler and I had 
remained there and written back to him to get 
the principle of arbitration recoguised precisely 
in the same shape that the Duchies had, and his 
having succeeded in doing so. Ee was evidently 
deeply interested in the statement, and at the 
close of it I read to him our ideas of what the 
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arrangements might be for the appointment, 
composition, and jurisdiction of the Court of 


Arbitration. He said that, as their Assembly 
was about to meet (at twelve o’clock), he could 
not now give us an answer. 

“ We at once told him that the subject was 
of such paramount importance that we would 
stay over to-morrow. He asked to have our 
written papers, and made some observations in 
reference to the constitution of the Court 
which convinced us that it would be:seriously 
entertained by himself and his colleagues. He 
invited us to attend the sitting of their Assem- 
bly, where we have been for about an hour; 
and on coming out, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs came to me at the door and said he 
hoped to meet us at our hotel to dinner to-day 
at four o'clock. It is now between two and 
three, and as the post goes out at four o’clock, 
I cannot give any more of our present visit to 
Kiel. A number, apparently, of fresh recruits 
for the Holstein army came part of the way 
from Altona in the same train with us on their 
road to Rendsburg. They appeared in a state 
of excitement, though, | believe, quite sober, 
and one of them was very near getting under 
the engine of another train which met us. 

‘“‘ Very affectionately, thy 
“J. 6" 

Up to this point the intervention of our vol- 
unteer ambassadors of peace had proceeded 
auspiciously. The two Governments had gone 
so far as toappoint a sort of unofficial negotiator 
on each side—Professor David of Copenhagen, 
on the part of Denmark, and Professor Samwer, 
of Lubeck, on the part of the Duchies—to confer 
as to the character and constitution .of the pro- 
posed Court of Arbitration. At that time 
Chevalicr Bunsen, who was Prussian ambassa- 
dor in this country, told Mr. Cobden that he 
had a stronger hope of a satisfactory adjust- 
ment of the matter in dispute from that pacific 
embassy than from all that had been done be- 
fore by the professional diplomatists of Europe. 
Unhappily, however, these latter interposed at 
the critical moment. In a document addressed 
to the members of the Peace Congress, which 
Messrs. Sturge, Burritt and Wheeler published 
after their return, giving an account of their 
mission, they say—* We have great confidence 
that those with whom it now rests will be able 
to bring the matter to a speedy and successful 
conclusion. If such an arrangement 
be not now effected, we b lieve that it will be 
mainly attributable to the interference of the 


great European Powers, contrary to the wish of 


one of the contending parties, as indicated in the 
London Protocol of the 2d of August—a docu- 
ment which has excited strong dissatisfaction in 
the minds of the inhabitants of the Duchies.” 
How far “ the great European Powers” disposed 
of the question in a satisfactory manner, the 
world has ample opportunity of judging by the 
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light of the deplorable events now taking place 
in the vorth of Europe. 
(To be continued.) 





From the London Friend. 


A PLEA FOR OUR CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES ; 


Wits some THouGHTS ON CHRISTIAN PRACTICE, MoRB 
ESPECIALLY IN CONNECTION WITH DISCIPLINE AND 
Ministry. ADDRESSED TO THE Society or Frignps. 

BY JONATHAN GRUBB. 


(Concluded from page 357.) 


And here I would address a little word of 
encouragement and tender counsel to my be- 
loved friends, whether younger or older, who 
often deplore the want of ministry. Tenderly 
do I feel for these. Often has the mother of 
a large and interesting family told me, with 
tears, that she hardly knew how to keep on 
taking her children to meeting, where, mosé 
often, not a word was heard, and where some 
at the head of the meeting were habitually 
overcome with drowsiness, so that it really 
seemed worse than attending where something 
of instruction might possibly be obtained. 

Again, I have been addressed in a similar 
way by my dear younger brethren,—young 
men, loving the truth, and loving our views o! 
it, upon whom might descend the anointing oil, 
and who might themselves become preachers 
of the gospel. My reply has been, (for this is 
a case that must be met,) “ Look not so much 
to man, or to instrumental help; you may 
value it, and so do I, for it is much a part of 
the Lord’s merciful economy to work by means; 
but let us remember, that the same anointing 
which taught the Apostles and our early 
Friends, is able to teach us all things, and is 
truth and no lie.” 

What [ want us all to do, even the little 
children, is to feel that we have a lot anda 
part in the matter, as regards the life or the 
deadness of our meetings—that the ministry 
itself is helped by the exercise of spirit of the 
hearers, down to the very child. That we 
come not together, like most other denomina- 
tions, to receive instruction from man, but for 
mutual edification in the worship of God ; and 
that if we unite in this, the solemn duty and 
privilege of Divine worship, we may rest assur- 
ed that He will “supply all our need, accord- 
ing to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus,”— 
that He “ will send by whom he will send,”’ 
and open the lips of His choseu ones, to pro 
claim His salvation or to sing His praise. 

Oh, if we did but come with prepared hearts, 
leaving the world behind us—our nets, our 
boats, our farms, our merchandise, our house- 
hold cares and our busy thoughts, what re- 
freshing, and even glorious meetings we should 
have! Theshop, the couoting-house, the farm, 
the family, or, it may be, the vanities and foolish 
pastimes of the world, have robbed many 
meeting of its life and sweetness, and have seut 
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halting to the grave those who should have 
turned many to righteousness, and have shone 
themselves as the brightness of the firmament, 
and as the stars for ever. 

Oh for moderation in alk things! Oh for 
humility and self-denial—not in profession, 
but in practice—not in word, but in heart and 
life; our banner for the truth being displayed 
in the meekness of wisdom, and bearing, in 
legible characters, the inscription, ‘“ Unity 
without uniformity—simplicity without formal- 
ity—liberty without extravagance—and a re- 
ligion without gloom or austerity.” 

I want my dear brothers to be content when 
they have enough, and give themselves more 
entirely to the Lord; for there is work enough 
and to spare for every one of them. I want 
my dear sisters, older and younger, to help and 
encourage their brothers, husbands, fathers, 
sons, in this direction. I want them all devoted 
to the service of Christ, net decking these poor 
bodies (which soon must moulder in the grave) 
with broidered hair, or costly array ; but to be 
adorned as women professing godliness, with 
good works. Their appearance and whole de- 
meanor telling whose they are and whom they 
serve. 

‘“ And thus by their aspect serene, 
Their actions and words, to declare 
That their treasure is placed in a country unseen, 
That their hearts’ best affections are there.” 

But while watchfulness and Christian cir- 
cumspection should mark our every word and 
action, it should ever be combined with Chris- 
tian cheerfulness. 

We are not to disfigure our faces or our per 
sons that we may appear unto men to fast, 
and perhaps nothing has done more harm to 
the rising generation, than good people (minis- 
ters especially) putting a dismal face on re- 
ligion. ‘To be good and disagreeable,” said 
an enlightened Christian, “is high treason 
against virtue.” Why should any of us bring 
a bad report of the good land which the Lord 
our God has given us to possess it? It isa 
good land, and the only good land; and His 
service isa blessed service. Why make it ap- 
pear (even the ministry) to be a hard bondage 
and a cruel yoke? Oh what mischief has here 
been done! Loving service to a loving Saviour 
ought to give that happy expression of coun- 
tenance which indicates the continual feast. 

Alas! for those, who, with a sigh, a frown, or 
a groan, regard the buoyancy of youth— 
the bounding joy of the young heart—and 
who, seeing some things deemed inconsistent, 
talk about the little foxes spoiling the tender 
grapes, forgetful of some larger foxes in their 
own habitations, in the shape of needless luxu- 
ries, which spoi/ all their professions of self. 
denial. 

Our Almighty and bountiful Creator giveth 
us richly all things to enjoy, and I do not at 


all deny the lawfulness of the comforts of life, 
with an establishment in some degree propor- 
tioned to our means. Religion and morality 
dictate those habits of neatness and order 
which give a bright and cheerful aspect to our 
homes; but when we remember that we are 
but stewards, and must soon give an account of 
our Lord’s money, I acknowledge it makes my 
spirit almost sink when I see in the houses of 
the professed followers of Christ that which 
savors of display, while numbers around may 
be shivering in cold and nakedness,—in hun- 
ger and the want of every comfort. 

It may be pleaded, We only exercise our 
Christian liberty; you little know how much 
we do for the poor ; we only live like others of 
similar means. 

But surely if we regard the example of our 
blessed Lord and His more immediate followers 
— if we regard our own families, and the inevi- 
table prejudicial effect that such indulgence 
must have upon their minds, and, more than 
all, when we consider that we should not count 
our lives (much less our houses) dear unto our- 
selves, so that we might finish our course with 
joy, and the ministry which we have received 
(or shall receive) of the Lord Jesus, how can 
we reconcile our all but ivory palaces, and our 
expensive households, the superfluities of which 
would make many a widow’s heart to sing for 
joy? 

It has often been said that riches have ruin- 
ed our Society. I believe that the want of 
poor amongst us has been a most serious loss to 
our little section of the universal church ; but 
I do not see why riches should spoil us, if the 
possessors of them would but be satisfied to 
live in a simple and moderate style, and let all 
the rest go where most it is wanted ; for surely 
there are objects enough. To live in modera- 
tion, and accumulate a vast sum to leave be- 
hind, has less excuse, if possible, than the other 
extreme ; and has often, it is to be feared, re- 
sulted in the ruin, body and soul, of a promis- 
ing family. Let the rich, then, be, as much as 
they can, their own executors; remembering 
the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, “It 
is more blessed to give than to receive.” Surely, 
oh surely, if we really love Him, we shall so 
love His suffering ones as to take care that in 
our manner of living, 

“ Each expensive pleasure is denied, 

Which, while it starves the needy, pampers pride ; 
Many condemn this plan, and many deem 

’Tis carying things to an absurd extreme; 

Think we might live in style, and yet afford 

A decent crumb from our superfluous beard. 

Still there were other poor, and still the sums 

That style would cost, might furnish other crumbs. 
Thus may we argue—thus that order read, 

‘Sell all thou bast, and give to them that need; 


At that hard saying, many turn away ; 
Let him who can, receive it and obey.” 


Before I conclude, I would express the earn- 
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est desire of my heart, that we may increas- 
ingly feel the force of the apostle’s words, and 
act out his injunction in our daily walk amongst 
men. “ Whether, therefore, ye eet or drink, 
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 
Give none offence, neither to the Jew, nor to 
the Gentile, nor to the Church of God; even 
as I please all men in all things, not seeking 
mine owa profit, but the profit of many that they 
may be saved.”” Here lies the remedy for all 
that we deplore; and, however difficult it may 
be to keep heaven and the glory of God upper- 
most in our homes and in the bosom of our 
families, as well as in our intercourse more at 
large with mankind, let us not give way to dis- 
couragement, even in looking back on what 
may seem to be a lifetime of failures. Let us 
rather “come boldly to the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need.” 

We shrink from a full avowal of our allegi 
ance to God and hope in Christ, by the intro 
duction of religion as a topic of conversation, 
often more from a sense of our own worldliness 
and unfitness, than from any doubt as to its 
being the most important and interesting of all 
topics. Oh! let us take a little courage, when 
a few words one to another, or.in deep humili- 
ation to our Father in heaven, present to our 
minds; for how often has such an offering tend- 
ed to our mutual help and edification, and been 


blessed with the descending of the Dew of 


Heaven, which has rested on our spirits through 
the day, making hard things easy to us, and 
crooked things straight. 

Let us, in the ability which God giveth, cast 
off any slavish fear which may have sealed our 
lips; let us stir up the pure mind in each 
other by way of remembrance ; let us “ provoke 
one another to love and to good works, exhort- 
ing one another, and so much the more as we 
see the day approaching.” 

Often, very often, during a tedious and pain- 
ful illness, have I visited in spirit my beloved 
absent friends, in their own habitations, and in 
their meetings, larger and smaller; and I have 
longed that they might be encouraged to 
strengthen the things which remain and which 
may often appear ready to die: and that thus 
fanning the little sparks of love and zeal yet 
alive amongst them, the light might be known 
to shine before men, who, seeing their good 
works, should come and glorify with them our 
Father who is in heaven. 

May all be encouraged to “ pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem,” remembering the promise, 
“they shall prosper that love her.” May our 
prayers one for another be set forth as incense, 
and the lifting up of our hands as the evening 
sacrifice ; and let us take comfort in the assu- 
rance that, when deprived of the opportunity 
either of intercourse or vocal labor, the very trav- 
ail of oursouls shall not be in vain in the Lord. 





Above all, let us seek deliverance from the 


spirit of the world; ‘for if any man love the 


world, the love of the Father is not in him.” 
Creeping in at. every avenue of the heart, we 
are again and again brought to feel the con- 
tinual need of watchfulness unto prayer, and of 
the “‘ whole armor of God, that we may be able 
to withstand in the evil day. and having done 
all, to stand.” 

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely and of good re- 
port ; if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things . @. and the 
God of peace shall be with you.” 

P. S.—I do not write to provoke controversy, 
neither is it my intention to enter into it. 
What I have written is the result of calm re- 
flection, and is the honest expression of my 
convictions, based upon some measure of obser- 
vation and experience. Unless I see it need- 
ful to retract any of the sentiments expressed, 
I believe it will be best for me to make no 
reply, should any remarks be elicited. ; 

If charged with innovation, I cannot help it. 
If told by some whom I dearly love that I am 
surrendering tothe fire our holyand our beauti- 
ful house, where our fathers praised the Lord, 
I would ask, might not the churchman make 
the same complaint if called upon to part with 
his rubric, his rituals, and his robes? I ask 
no man to give up anything in which his 
obedience to God and his own peace are con- 
cerned ; but I ask the Church to give all to the 
fire that is for the fire, to part with everything 
in her teaching and in her practice tending to 
put a yoke upon her members which they are 
unable to bear; or which, as regards those not 
members, is opposed to the gathering spirit of 
Him who said, “ Other sheep I have which are 
not of this fold: them also I must bring, and 
they shall hear my voice ; and there shall be 
one fold and one shepherd.” 

My faith is firm that we rest on the sure 
foundation, and that there is builded thereon both 
gold and precious stones—much which indi- 
cates the guiding hand of the great Master Buil- 
der. This is especially manifest in our rules.’ 
of discipline as last revised. May we not as- 
suredly believe it to be the Lord’s gracious de- 
sign that the gold should remain, and that we 
should be saved—* yet so as by fire” —and 
fill up our appointed place in the universal 
church? _ 

May the will of the Lord be done is my 
earnest desire and prayer. 

Sudbury, Tenth month, 1864. 

If thou wouldst not sin, do not desire; and 
if thou wouldst not lust, do not embrace the 
temptation: no, not look at it, nor think of it. 


Penn. 
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For Friends’ Review. 


CONSCIENCE,— WHAT IS IT?—AND WHAT IT Is. 
(Concluded from page 359.) 


In a matter sacred as religion, wisdom goes 
hand-in-hand with prudence; and yet, of the 
evils obviously growing out of the indiscrimi- 
nate, imprudent use of conscience, the amount 
is fearfully large. Even religious persons, who 
would be startled at the thought of “judging 
amiss in the supreme point,” who cling to the 
hope of final acceptance in some indefinable 


way, seriously plead conscience, irrespective of 


its kind, as the sole arbiter of right; and that, 
in its decisions, when harmonizing with reason, 
they must rely. And to make up a strong 
ease, the kfng of Israel is often brought to 
prove that “as a man thinketh in his heart, so 
is he.” No one will doubt the wisdom of Sol- 
omon, or the truth of the proverb; but in Sol- 
omon’s judgment the man who hath said in his 
heart, “there is no God,” was neither true nor 
wise: for if, in the thoughts of his heart, he 
had stultified his own reason, he was then only 
the counterpart of his own foolish thoughts, 
and was not reallya man. ‘ The wise inherit 
glory,’—did this man’s folly make him wise? 
What shall we say of the “many there be in 
the broad way that leadeth’’ whither no one 
hopes to go, who conscientiously regard them 
selves as walking in the way that leads to life? 
or of nations “ bowing down to stocks and 
stones,” and who “with conscience weak and 
defiled, eat their idolatrous sacrifices to this 
hour?” Does their dreadful mistake destroy the 
distinction between right and wrong? or has 
moral darkness become a way to life and peace? 
But it will be asked, Shall we, in distrust, 
reject conscience, altogether? No, by no 
means. Only relieve this eye of the soul, this 
candle in the lantern, from the artificially 
kindled light of human reasonings; restore 
the eye anew, to the Lord’s keeping, and we 
then have our guidance in the light of the 
Lord, without danger of stumbling. But again, 
Is reason at fault? This is already answered. 
It is this gift that makes the man; but the 
grace of God forms the Christian. No imputa- 
tion against reason can detract anything from 
its worth. The liberty of “stretching it beyond 
measure,” lays in fault the man who so uses 
that intellectual instrument. 
No sober-minded man, probably, can be found 
who would not consider himself dishonored by 
the imputation of want of moral sense ; and yet 
distinguish, as we certainly may, between the 
moral sense and the conscience, that sense takes 
its very being and tone from what the man 
perceives to be the Divine will concerning 
human action, All popular usage of present 
or former ages, affords him no moral standard ; 
while its obvious popular unfixedness, always, 
in his search, throws him back upon that will, 
—a will in which conscience receives its true 


Jewish Lawgiver refers 





light,—a will communicable to man by pereeiv- 
able means as old as human necessity. The 
to this means a8 
the “word nigh in the mouth and in the heart” of 
every inquirer. That prince of prophets speaks 
of it to the delinquent one, as ‘a voice bebind 
thee,” inviting to return to its guiding. It is 
older than Hebrew law: because that law was 
added on account of the transgression of that 
manifested will. It was during the law; for 
the law with its fearful penalties spake on 
earth, only of things of “Him who speaketh 
from Heaven,” and by His grace to all. It still 
remains; because, of the principles of Divine 
rule amongst men, God hath spoken to us by 
His son, and the Son hath sent us the Spirit, 
to be in us a Spirit of Truth, testifying to the 
truth of things spoken. But the things which 
are spoken, and which are given as a gospel 
message “to all nations,” do so surely, in their 


moral teaching,—in the strait gate and the 


narrow way,—in self-denial and the daily cross, 
altegether lay so great a restraint upon our 
natural preferences, and conscience 80 faith. 
fully reproduces the message to our view, that 
human nature seeks to cast its own light upon 
that mental eye, and to correct the tone of our 
own moral sense. 

To break away from these restraints, whose 
sacred purpose is to hold us back-from liberties 
that will harm us, the spirit of this world, 
taking conscience into its own keeping, chooses, 
vaturally, for itself an intellectual religion, in 
which we go as readily to our work of reducing 
the mysteries of Christian divinity down to a 
level with an elevated reasoning humanity, as 
man ever did to gain wisdom, independently of 
Divine law. While engaged in fashioning our 
religious opinions, the word spoken by our 
Lord stands verified: “‘The world cannot re- 
ceive the Spirit of Truth, because it seeth Him 
not.” Immateriality must be palpable to the 
natural eye, or nothing is believed of the wit- 
ness sent; and conscience, through the medium 
of human reason, so decides. Men are natur- 
ally blind in these matters, ‘not seeing afar 
off.” 

What then? Shall their want of sight dim 
the vision of eyes that do see? or can it destroy 
the entity of things seen? What could we say 
of the reason or the conscience of the naturally 
biind man, who, against testimony Divine and 
human, would question the existence of things 
to which his blindness had kept him a living 
stranger? His sole excuse should be, that 
blindness cannot see;—and there the Lord 
placed the matter. 

As the Lord has spoken, we have self denial 
and the cross daily, laid upon us. With these 
we commence our Christian course. Without 


these we serve ourselves, and not the Lord. 
teason discards the whole, on the plea that the 
cross and self-denial imply an adverse purpose 
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men, )—how far above that man, when we be- 


in the disciple; but that it is the joy of the 
servant to follow his Divine Master. The 
Christian’s position, however, admits of no 
pleading. What is written is written in the 
words of more than a king. Without these 
restraints,—He says, ‘‘Ye are not worthy of 
me.” Our blessed Lord, in stating a princi- 
ple inseparable from discipleship, was address- 
ing, (as He says,) ‘“‘any man who would come 
after me,’’—as a sheep following the shepherd, 
—literally, as a probationer, exposed to temp- 
tations of larger liberty, when out of the yoke 
of Christ. He was not speaking to those who 
were already made conquerors through faith, 
and were rejoicing in victory gained. But if 
our probition is over, and self denial and the 
daily cross ended, both reason and conscience 
might suggest, that the coveted watch-word for 
a “better country” is near to be sounded. 

Yet when Christian moderation in apparel, 
and Scriptural form of speech, and our Chris- 
tian manner of religious worship are pleaded 
for, there is a cross acknowledged ; but of which 
reason finds no need, and of course, conscience 
sees nothing. But why reject thiscross? Who 
makes it? The will of God is absolute and 
holy— Our will is perverse and unholy, and our 
Saviour ¢o save us, lays restraint upon it, and in 
this restraint we find our cross. It has its be- 
ing in our reluctance to surrender our prefer- 
ences to the rule of His will. Peculiarity adds 
weight ¢o this form of our cross. But if other 
people in eye and ear, were as regardless of our 
observance of these peculiarities as we would 
naturally desire our Heavenly Father to be to 
our neglect of them, reason would lose her 
strongest plea in leading conscience, in this 
matter, astray. 

But when we religiously claim, that our Re- 
deemer, who tasted death for us, and who, in 
that act, went, by the way of His Cross, to pre- 
pare a place for us, is come again by the ever 
Blessed Spirit, to lead us by the way of our cross, 
to live with Him in glory,—to be with Him 
where Heis; we, in effect, only give to the in- 
tellectual conscience, a complicated proposition, 
of which it perceives nothing and it believes 
nothing. And yet, men of such conscience 
hope for heaven—often they pine in sensible 
want of the bread of life. But what rank of 
intellect can be conceded, even to the hungry 
man ata well furnished table, who, regardless 
of lifelong experience, would refuse its natu- 
ral supply for the sole reason, that he does not 
see, and therefore cannot understand, how the 
aliment before him can swell the current of nat- 
ural life in him and thence become a part of his 
very being? Yet how far are we above that 
man in rank, when, hoping for immortality of 
rest, and hungering for the bread of God that 
cometh down from Heaven, and giveth life to 
the world, (an earnest of which all our lifetime 
has been offered us in the grace given to all 










come startled from the rich banquet by the 
discrediting appeal to reason: “ How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat ?” 

By this appeal to human understanding in a 
mystery of life through Christ, the reasoning 
consciences of man, nearly nineteen centuries 
past, were turned away from the light of the 
Lord’s glory ; and the same conscience now hesi- 
tates to follow Him who only hath immortal- 
ity, dwelling in the light, for no other reason 
but because “God hath spoken to us by His 
Son” divine truths, whose wisdom is above 
our comprehension. In short, because the Lord 
knows more than we do. H. 

R. I, 1st mo. 1865. 


i 


RELIGIOUS “‘ PERFORMANCES.” 


I am disturbed by the announcement that 
“ divine service will be performed.” It sug- 


gests that a prayer will be “ made,” a sermon 


“pronounced,” and some music “‘artisticaliy ren- 


dered” by a pyrotechnic quartette, in the pres- 
ence of an appreciative “ audience,’ wiose 


“part” (if the cast of the play includes the 
people in the pews) it will be to join in “ reci- 
ting” a litany. Perhaps I am a Quaker and 
something more, “ The Spirit giveth life ;” and 
life is the main thing. With life comes peace 
and power and progress. 

‘ But shall we not haveforms?” Yes, if we 
have life, it will be sure to manifest itself; the 
manifestation of life will always be in some form 
or other. Never trouble yourself about the 
ferms, but seek, first, last, and always, for /i/e, 
and all other things shall be added. I only 
pray that we may have Ji/e, and that we may 
have it more abundantly. This is the one 
thing needful for all our churches. We have 
machinery enough: the power to drive it must 
come into our souls from God out of heaven. 
All the form we have without life is only so 
mucb more death. 

But only the Spirit giveth life. (I mean the 
Spirit, with a capital S.) Many a man, many 
a church, may have put life into a form; but 
neither man nor church ever got life out ofa 
form, for a form has no life to give. 

If there are those who defend rites and ordi- 
nances as positive commandments—given as 
tests of dbedience, resting on no basis of per- 
ceived fitness, springing from no felt necessity, 
demanded by no appetite of the soul, but re- 
quired by some arbitrary divine word which 
says, “‘ Obey, and ask no questions ”’—to.such | 
say, Go your ways in peace; eat your celestial 
saw-dust ; make no wry faces if you can help it; 
pronounce it manna and be blessed. Have I 
not also fed on the same, and found life in spite 
of it? 

If for babesin soul it is necessary that they 
should steady themselves io part, while learning 
to walk, by taking hold of some ordinance or rite 
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or form ; or if some of the family are weak, and 
can walk better by the help of crutches—let us 
even join them in thanking God for the strength 
which is made perfect in weakness, and let them 
know how rejoicingly they are welcomed as fel- 
low-travellers Zionward. It still remains true 
that no crutch gives strength, though weakness 
may lean upon it, and while leaning may receive 
strength. Legs and feet, in good running or- 
der, are better, for all that ; and, for those who 
can use them, they are an ‘all- sufficient “ ordi- 
nance,’ ’ of the very divinest divine appointment. 
Happy the child who has outgrown leading- 
strings, and who can balance himself without a 
chair! Happy the man who is independent of 
acrutch! Qh for the great word of faith which 
shall touch all that limp and stumble, so that 
their feet and ankle-bones may receive strength 
How should we see and hear them in all our 
temples, passing through many a gate that is 
“ Beautiful,” walking and leaping and praising 
God !— Monthly Journal. , 





igan, Rhode Island, New York, Pennsylvania, 
and Massachusetts. Up to the 8th inst. Mis- 
souri and Maine had been added to this list. 

It is a question which may prove to bea very 
important one, whether the amendment would 
become a part of the Constitution if ratified by 
three-fourths of the States now represented in 
Congress—not taking the rebellious States into 
the account. The whole number of States ad- 
mitted into the Union is 36, and if the seceded 
States are to be estimated, the ratification will 
require the votes of 27 States; but omitting 
the rebel States, the requisite number would 
be only 19. The concurrence of 23 States is 
confidently expected, and an addition of four is 
hoped for from New Jersey, Delaware, Tennes- 
see, Arkansas and Louisiana. 

The question as to the present status of the 
States in rebellion, and the mode by which they 
may be restored into the Union, is receiving the 
earnest and anxious consideration of Congress, 
and upon the result depends the decision as to 
the number of States required for the ratifica- 
tion of the proposed amendment. 

Each “State” may be described asa certain 
extent of territory, with an aggregation of peo- 
ple and a political organization formed under 
the authority and sanction of the Federal gov- 
ernment and recognized by it. Neither the land 
nor the people, without the political organiza- 
tion, can be regarded asa State. Hence, al- 
though the territory occupied by the rebels is 
still in the Union, and under the jurisdiction of 
the United States, the States within that terri- 
tory, having no political organizations now recog- 
nized by the Federal government, cannot be re- 
garded as States of the Union. And as no le- 
gitimate authority exists within their limits be- 
side that of the United States, the re-estab- 
lishment of their political organization as States 
of the Union, can properly be effected only 
under some action of the President or Congress. 
Until this action takes place, political functions 
cannot be resumed by the rebellious States as 
members of the Union There are, therefore, 
no legislatures in those States to which the ar- 
ticle in the joint resolution, passed by Con- 
gress, can be proposed for ratification or rejec- 
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PHILADELPHIA, SECOND MONTH 11, 1865. 


PASSAGE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMEND- 
MENT ABOLISHING SLAVERY.—A paragraph |. 
in our Summary of News last week, announced 
the passage, by the House of Representatives, 
on the 31st ult., of the joint resolution, previous- 
ly adopted by the Senate, in reference to the 
prohibition of slavery throughout this nation. 
That resolution, embracing the proposed amend- 
ment, is in the following terms :— 

“ Be it resolved by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of Amer- 
ica in Congress assembled, two-thirds of both 
Houses concurring, that the following articles 
be proposed to the Legislatures of the several 
States as an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States ; which when ratified by three- 
fourths of said Legislatures, shall be valid to all 
intents and purposes as a part of the said Con- 
stitution, namely : 

Art. 13, Section 1. Neither slavery nor invol- 
untary servitude, except as a punishment for 
crime, whereof the party shall have been duly 
convicted, shall exist within the United States, 
or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

Sec. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce 
this arficle by appropriate legislation.” 

On the following day, the Ist inst., the Mary- 
land House of Delegates ratified the amend- 


ment, and the Senate of that State concurred | tion; from which it would seem that the ratifi- 
in the action of the House on the 3d. Before | cation of the amendment by three-fourths of 
the legislatures of the States not in rebellion, 
is all that is at present necessary to make it a 


the close of the week, seven other States adopted 
the article :—Illinois, West Virginia, Mich- 
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part of the Federal Constitution. If the Gov- 
ernment should come to this conclusion, there 
will probably be little delay in abolishing slave- 
ry throughout the United States, so far as it 
can be effected by legislation. 

Since the above was written, we find that 
Senator Sumner has introduced into the Senate 
a series of resolutions, declaring the rule in 
ascertaining the three-fourths of the several 
States required in the ratification of a Consti- 
tutional amendment, under the present condi- 
tion of the country, with certain States in arms 
against the National Government. He takes 
the ground which we have undeavored to set 
forth,—that only those States now represented 
in Congress shall be taken into the estimate; 
and one of the resolutions declares that “ any 
other rule, requiring the participation of the 
rebel States, while illogical and unreasonable, 
is dangerous in its consequences, inasmuch as all 
recent Presidential proclamations, including that 
of emancipation ; also, all recent acts of Con- 
gress, including those creating the national 
debt, and establishing a national currency ; and 
also, all recent treaties, including the treaty 
with Great Britain for the extinction of the 
slave-trade, have been made, enacted or ratified, 
respectively, without any participation of the 
rebel States.” 

The resolutions were ordered to be printed, 
and we trust they will receive the favorable 
consideration of Congress. 





Haverrorp CoLLeGe.—At the Annual Ex- 
hibition of the Junior Class at Haverford, held 
in Alumni Hall on the Ist inst., well-written 
orations were delivered by A. M. Elliott, of 
North Carolina, and H. C: Brown of Pennsy)- 
vania,—the former on “‘ Grecian and American 
Oratory,” the latter on “the Age of Augustus.” 
On the preceding evening, a thoughtful ora- 
tion was delivered before the Loganian Society 
by R. B. Taber, of Massachusetts. 


-—~18 


(> Although we do not insert general ad- 
vertisements, yet notices in the interests of ed- 
ucation are admissible, and we therefore inform 
Friends who may wish to reside near a school, 
that a farm is for sale near Raisin Valley Sem- 
inary, an institution under the care of a Com- 
mittee of Adrian Quarterly Meeting. Address 
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Daniel Haviland, Adrain, Michigan. We also 
learn that land may be purchased in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the Farmers Institute, Ind. 
Address Elihu Hollingsworth, Lafayette, Ind. 





Marriep, near Aurora, N. Y., after the order of 
Friends, on the 11th of 1st month, 1865, BenJamin 
F. Taper, son of William and Mary D. Taber, and 
MartHa Anna, daughter of James and Martha 8. 
Beatty. 





, in Friend’s Meeting, at North Berwick, 
Maine, on the 20th of lst month, 1865, CuaRugs 
Fisner to Jane G. Estes. 
8m 
Diep, in Philadelphia, on the 28th of Ist month, 
1865, Joun Horton, in the 75th year of his age. 


, near Westville, Ohio, on the 20th of 6th 
month, 1864, Exizasetu Ann, wife of John Cobbs, 
and daughter of John and Margaret Stanley, in the 
33d year of her age; a member of Upper Spring- 
field Monthly Meeting. 


, on the 4th of lst month, 1865, WaLLacg, son 
of Mahlon and Rachel Pickett, aged nearly 21 years; 
a member of Pleasant Hill Monthly Meeting, Indi- 
ana. In the early part of his sickness he was ask- 
ed, whether he thought he would be willing to go, 
provided it should please the Lord to call him 
home; he said, “O yes, I would not hesitate one 
moment ;” and added, ‘sometimes I am afraid that 
I have not given up all, yet I believe when the 
time comes the way will be clear.” This was fully 
realized. 


——, in Lynn, Mass., on the 11th of 9th montb, 
1864, Miriam Newnatt, relict of Estes Newhall, in 
the 78th year of her age. She was for many years 
an elder and overseer of Salem Monthly Meeting. 
Having endeavored to do her day’s work ia the day 
time, her end was peace. 


, en the 5th of 7th month, 1864, at the resi- 
dence of her brother, Stephen Bogue, Evizasetu 
Bocur, aged 86 years, 9 months and 1 day; an 
esteemed member of Birch Lake Monthly Meeting, 
Michigan. 











——, at Spring Valley, Iowa, on the 23d of 11th 
month, 1864, Toomas Cuantry, in the 70tb year of 
his age; # member of Bear Creek Monthly Meeting. 
Although his last illness was sudden, and of such & 
nature as did not admit of much conversation, 
his friends have the comforting hope that his was a 
pexceful close. 


——, on the 23d of Ist month, 1865, Lucinpa, 
wife of Dempsey Johnson, and daughter of Thomas 
and Candace Newlin, (the latter deceased,) aged 27 
years, 6 months and 26 days; a member of Honey 
Creek Monthly Meeting, Ind. During her last sick- 
ness, which was somewhat protracted, she was not 
heard to murmur or complain. She several times 
expressed that she saw nothing in her way, and 
manifested to those around her that she was pa- 
tiently awaiting the Master’s appointed time. 


, on the 18th of 3d month, 1864, Janz, wife 
of Isaac Carey, aged 39 years, 8 months and 21 
days; a member of Richland Monthly Meeting, Ind. 
When she felt that ber days were nearly numbered, 
her mind was bronght into deep exercise, feeling 
that she had not lived near enough to that Saviour 
who had thus far preserved her. She thus con- 
tinued several days, often engaged in prayer; and, 
one morning, after a night of severe bodily suffer- 
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ing, she said, “My prayers are answered; I feel 
that joy «nd peace that tongue cannot utter!” Sbe 
then continued in a sweet frame of mind until 
death, often telling her friends of the consolation 
she felt in the prospect of a happy immortality. 


; Diep, at the residence of her step-father, Cyrus 
Carey, on the 8th of 8th month, 1864, Saran JANE 
Hiatt, daughter of Caleb J. and Hannah Hiatt, 
(the former deceased,) aged 15 years, 8 months and 
28 days; a member of Ricblaud Monthly Meeting, 
Ind. During an illness of three weeks, the latter 
part of which caused extreme physical suffering, 
abe Was never heard to murmur, but through all 
evinced a sweet spirit of resignation to her Heav- 
enly Father’s will. She was a regular attender of 
the Scripture schools, and manifested much interest 


therein, and was also particularly fond of religious 
books. 


——, on the 24th of 12th month, 1864, Cyrus 
Caney, Sr., aged 45 years and 5 days; a member 
of Richland Monthly Meeting, Ind. He was closely 
attached to the princijles of Friends, and seemed 
concerned to live in accordance therewith, watchful 
over his words and actions. He suffered severely 
durirg bis sickness of three weeks; {rom his every- 
day life and many remarks he made at times of 
sanity, he bas left the comforting assurance that 
his death was gain to him, though a great loss to 
his family and friends. On being asked if be was 
ready to go, be said, “ Yes, ready and willing; I see 
nothing in my way.” In this peaceful, reconciled 
state of mind he passed quietly away. 





, on the 11th of 11th month, 1864, in Morgan 
county, Ind., Lypra Ferreg, in the 61st year of her 
age; an elder and member of White Lick Monthly 
Meeting. Her bodily suffering, which was great, 
she bore with much Christian patience, giving evi- 
dence that her end was peace. 

only in the 7th year cf her age, she was often known 
to be engaged in prayer, and she delighted in 
attending First-day schools; her favorite text being 
“Thou God seest me.” 


——, in New Sharon, Iowa, on the 4th of 12th 
month, 1864, Grace Coss, wife of Ansalem Cobbs, 
aged 57 years, 5 months and 13 days; a member of 
Upper Springfield Monthly Meeting, Obio. 


——,, on the 21st of 11th month, 1864, at the resi 
dence of her nephew, William P. Barker, in South 
Norwich, Canada West, Puese Bisuor, in the 69th 
year of her age; a minister of Norwich Monthly 
Meeting. She was a faithful testimony-bearer to 
the principles of truth, and in her last sickness, 
which was lingering, gave evidence that she re- 
joiced in the prospect before ber. While on her 
sick bed, she said, in turning over tie leaves of her 
life, she felt nothing to regret, only that she had net 
more fully given up to the service of her Heavenly 
Father. In giving directions about ber funeral, she 
said she did not mind speaking of these things, any 
more than if she was fixing to go « journey, saying, 
‘Death has lost its sting, and the grave its victory. 
I want to go to rest and be with Christ; how good 


it seems to think of going,—without pain, without 


sorrow, without care. Ob, Lord, hasten the time, 
and take me to thyself.” 
‘ a 


GRISCOM ST. SOUP HOUSE. 


Is open for the delivery of soup, bread, meal, &c., acqainted. 


to the poor. The applications are numerous, and 
the expenses heavy. Donations to the funds are 
needed, and will be gratefully received by William 
Evans, Jr., 252 8. Front St., or Thomas Evans, 817 
Arch St. 4t 
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hes The next Annual Meeting of the Auxiliary 
Bible Association of Friends, of Philadelphia Quar- 
terly Meeting, will be held at No. 109 North Tenth 
St., on Second-day, the 13th of the present month, 
at 8 o’clock, P. M. 


Tueopuitus E. Breesuey, Secretary. 


a_i lapacliiaies 
[The following poetical expression of thanks, was 
written by a lady in the Michigan Asylum, at Kala- 
mazoo, who is a constant reader of “ Friends’ Re- 
view,” avd whose taste for “ poetic lisping” is unim- 
paired in the general wreck of her intellect. | 
Thanks to the friend who, for two years, 
Has visited our home! 
Hoping for no reward from us, 
He, every week, has come; 
Though one who “lendeih to the Lord,” 
Adds to his Heavenly sum. 
Thanks to the friend who, for two years, 
Has given us sweet hymns; 
They’ve often spoken to our hearts, 
Like the glad voice of streams ; 
They've raised our hearts anew to God, 
Through their inspiring themes. 
Thanks to the friend who, coming thus, 
Has told of worthy men, 
Of pious Richardson and Sturge, 
And some of lesser name: 
Ob, it is good to know the great 
Who live for God, not fame! 
A few words more, to tell our thanks 
For knowledge true and tried, 
For wisdom taken from the Book 
Which may with safety guide; 
And for the little rill of news 
That mingles with the tide. 


Not now and then does he appear, 
His quietness to lend ; 
Not statedly, for moneyed fee, 
His footsteps hither tend ; 
But, freely, as the week comes round, 
Comes “The Review,” our friend ! 
Asylum, Jan. 25, 1865. 


cncsibieaiiaiipiapeitttey 
FAITH. 

Suppose it 1s your wish to know what God 
has done'to make man what he is, and what he 
is to be—the whole system of religion, natural 
and revealed. It ig as though you had enter- 
ed, in the dark, one of the magnificent old Cath- 
edrals. You have determined to make your- 
self acquainted with the whole interior ; so you 
light your lamp and go from place to place and 
examine it on every side. ‘The moment you 
cast your light on one spot, and have briefly il- 
luminated it, and studied it, you move on and 
it returns to darkness : that shifting light only 
gleams upon single objects. You raise high 
your lamp, and in vain endeavor to reach the 
loftier parts of the structure. You lower it into 
the crypt below, and it only discovers impenetra- 
ble gloom; there are parts on every side with 
which it seems impossible that you can become 
It isa work of endless search ; 
and in the end you have no idea of the bearing 
of its parts, or of its relative proportions, of the 
talents of those who designed, and the skill of 
those who erected the structure. 


Ce nal 


Se 


Sinien 


tm 
ne ee Sen em 


i aaa 


FRIENDS’ 


REVIEW. 379 





Then you may say, I will not be thus con- 
tent with my own small light; I will collect the 
brilliancy which others’ wisdom and experience 
have cast on it. I will concentrate the light 
which skilful and learned men have thrown up- 
on it. And whatis the result? In propor. 
tion as J have produced a dazzling glare, I 
have deepened the shades; there are places 
which the light cannot enter; it cannot soar to 
the highest and most delicate portions of the 
structure ; it cannot find its way into the gloom 
below ; while graceful objects are cut in two by 
the light and shade, and made to appear mon- 
strous by the relative forces of dark and lumi- 
nous. 

Then what shall Ido? Sit down and weep 
and complain that God has made religion so 
laborizus, such an endless task, that it is impos 
sible ever fully toexplore it? No! The fool- 
ish wisdom of this world—is not that the light 
that you have kindled? Wait with patience 
until the sun shall arise, and then you will find 
it illuminates the whole magnificent edifice ! 

Those lights represent reason endeavoring to 
grasp and comprehend the works of God; the 
sun that has arisen is Faith. It islike the 
light of the sun to us, for we enjoy its rays as 
it comes direct to our souls: by it we walk ; in 
it we recruit ourselves ; we enjoy it as we do 
the air of heaven; we bask in it; we in- 
hale itin our hearts; we feel it in our inmost 
principles and souls. The wise men, as soon 
as they entered the stable at Bethlehem, believed 
far more than when the priests of Jerusalem 
instructed them. And so those who experience 
a new sense developed within them, for the 
first time, adore. [ Selected. 

From “The Family Treasury.” 
VISITS TO HOLY AND HISTORIC PLACES IN 
PALESTINE. 
THE JORDAN. 


“O my God, * * * I will remember thee from the 


land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the bill 
Mizar.”—Ps. xlii. 6. 


There is no river in the world like the Jordan; 
— none so wonderful in its historic memories, 
nove so hallowed in its sacred associations, and 
none so remarkable in its physical geography. 
It is emphatically she river of the Holy Land. 
It has been more or less intimately connected 
with all the great events of Scripture history 
from the patriarchs to the apostles. Its banks 
have been the scene of the most stupendous 
mirac'es of judgment, power and love, ever the 
earth witnessed. When the fire cf heaven had 
burnt up Sodom’s guilty cities and polluted 
plain, the waters of the Jordan rolled over them 
and buried them forever from the face of man. 
Thrice was the swollen torrent of that river 
stayed, and its channel divided to let God’s 
people and prophets pass over ‘dry shod ” 
Once, at the bidding of the man of God, the 


iron axe rose buoyant from its deep channel, 
and floated on its surface. Once its waters gave 
forth healing virtue, as if to prove to the proud 
Syrian chief the fallacy of his sneering exclama- 
tion,—“ Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damaseus, better than all the waters of Israel ?” 
Greater still were those miracles of our Lord, 
which the evangelists have grouped thickly on 
and around the central lake of the Jordan. 
There did the storm-tossed billows hear and 
obey the voice of their Creator; there did the 
incarnate God walk upon the face of the deep ; 
there, obedient to his will, the fishes filled the 
disciples’ nets; along those shores the lame 
walked, the deaf heard, the blind saw, the sick 
were healed, lepers were cleansed, the dead 
were raised to life again. But the most glorious 
event the Jordan ever witnessed was Christ's 
baptism ; for when he was baptized, “‘ the heav- 
ens were opened unto him, and he saw the 
spirit of God descending like a dove. and lighting 
upon him ;” and when the Divine Son was per- 
fectly equipped for his great work of redeeming 
love—when just about to set cut on his glo- 
rious mission—the voice of the Divine Father 
pierces the vault of heaven, and proclaims to the 
astonished and joyful disciples on Jordan’s 
banks the divine approval of both work and 
worker,—“ This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.” Surely, then, we may say 
that every spot along this stream is “holy 
ground,” and that the name Jordan is not only 
emblazoned on the page of history, but is en- 
shrined in the Christian’s heart. 

It would almost seem as if nature or nature’s 
God had from the first prepared this river to be 
the scene of wondrous events, by giving to its 
physical geography some wondrous characteris- 
tics. Its principal fountain, bursting from the 
base of Hermon, is, like the mouths of other 
rivers, on the level with the ocean. It descends 
rapid}y through its whole course, and at length 
empties into the Dead Sea, whose surface hasa 
depression of no less than 1312 feet. The whole 
valley of the Jordan is thus a huge rent or fis- 
sure in the earth’s crust. Though it is not much 
over a hundred miles in length, at its southern 
end, along the shores of that mysterious lake, we 
have the climate and products of the tropies, 
while at its northern end we have a region of 
perpetual snow. 

It was on a bright and cloudless summer day 
I first visited the fountains of the Jordan. On 
the preceding night I slept on a snow wreath, 
on the very peak of Hermon. Beside me, ina 
hollowed rock, the fire of Baal had often burnt 
in bygone ages, and around me were the stones 
of Baal’s altar, and the shattered ruins of a later 
temple. There I was enabled to prove for the 
first time how accurate was the name given to 
this mount by the sacred writers, Baal: Hermon. 
(Judg. iii. 3; 1 Chron. v. 23.) A noble spot 
that was for the worship of the great fire-god, 
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His priests could see the sun rising from the | altars may be laid waste and made desolate, and 
eastern desert long before his beams lighted up| your idols may be broken and cease, and your 
the plains below, and they coald see him sink-| works may be abvlished.” (Ezek. vi. 6.) 

ing slowly in the western sea long after he had} It-is interesting to note how the old name 
set to the shores of Pheenicia; and then at night,| clings to the spot still, though in an Arabic 
on that commanding peak, they could kindle a|translation. Tell-el-kady signifies “ the hill of 
flame whose light would flash far and wide over| the judge,” and the Hebrew word Dan means 
Syria and Palestine. Wishing to realize some-|“ judge.’ (Gen. xlix. 16.) 

thing of the grandeur of these old Baal-fires, we| Half an hour across the plain, through pleas- 
gathered a great quantity of the dry prickly] ant forest glades, bordered with myrtle, acacia, 
shrubs that cover the mountain sides, piled them | and oleander, and another half hour up a rugged 
up on the rock where the fire used to burn, and| mountain side, beneath the shade of Bashan’s 
applied a match. The air was perfectly still,| stately oaks, brought me to the site of the old 
and the flame seemed to shoot up into the very| Greek city of Panium, which Herod the Great 
heavens, while Hermon’s icy crown gleamed and | rebuilt, and renamed Ceesarea-Philippi. This 
glittered in the ruddy light. is one of the very few really beautiful spots in 

The descent from the top of Hermon to the] Palestine. Behind rises Hermon, steep, rugged, 
fountains of the Jordan was as if one had tray-|and grand, one of its lower peaks crowned by the 
elled in a single day from Greenland to the| frowning battlements of a Pheenician castle. In 
equator. The heat was most oppressive when,| front stretches out the broad plain of Merom, 
emerging from a wild mountain glen, we entered | like a vast meadow, and away beyond it is the 
the marshy plain of Merom. Away in front|mountain range of Lebanon. The city stood 
our guide pointed out a little isolated ¢el/, appa-| upon a natural terrace, which is interspersed 
rently in the centre ofthe great plain, —“ That,” | with groves of oaks and olives and shrubberies, 
said he, “is Tell-el-kady.” We were soon be-|of hawthorn, myrtle, and acacia, and is all alive 
side it, and tying up my horse beneath the shade| with streams of water and miniature cascades, 
of a noble oak—a straggler from the forests of| fretting here and there against prostrate column 
Bashan—I set out to explore. and ruined wall. It is, in fact, as Dean Stanley 

The tell is cup-shaped, like an extinct crater,| has happily termed it, a Syrian Tivoli. 
which it perhaps may be, for the stones on the} Behind the ruins rises a cliff of ruddy lime- 
surrounding plain are volcanic. From its west-|stone. At its base is a dark cave, now nearly 
filled with the ruins ofatempl!e. From the cave, 
from the ruins, from every chink and cranny in 
the soil and rocks around, waters gush forth, 
which soon collect into a torrent, dash in sheets 
‘of foam down a rocky bed, and at length plunge 
over a precipice into a deep dark ravine. This 
is the other great fountain of the Jordan. 

It is “holy ground,” for Jesus was here. 
Beside the fountain he uttered those memorable 
words, “‘ Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build*my church” (Matt. xvi. 13-20; -xvii. 
1-13.) May not the sight of the great cliff over- 
head have suggested the peculiar form of the ex- 
pression? And we read that six days after- 
wards Christ took three of his disciples, and led 
them “ up into an high mountain, and was trans- 
figured beforethem.” Standing there amid the 
ruins of Czesarea, one does not need to ask where 
the Mount of Transfiguration is. Hermon, the 
grandest and the most beautiful of all the moun- 
tains of Palestine, has established its claim to 
the title of “ holy mount.” 











































in Syria, its waters forming a miniature lake, 
and then rushing off across the plain southward 
a deep rapid river. Within the tell, beneath 
the branches of the great oak, is a smaller foun- 
tain, whose stream breaks through the circling 
ruin, and foaming down the sides joins its sis- 
ter. This is the principal source of the Jordan. 

But the tell, has it no name in history, no 
story or legend to attract the notice of the pass- 
ing pilgrim or the Bible student? It had once 
a historic name, which is not yet quite gone; 
and its story is a long and a sad one. I wan- 
dered over it wherever it was possible to go. 1 
found a few heaps of rubbish and old building 
stones, a few remains of massive foundations, a 
few fragments of columns almost buried in the 
soil, vast thickets of thorns, briars and gigantic 
thistles, some impenetrable jungles of cane and 
thorn bushes, but nothing else ; and yet this is 
the site of the great border city of Dan. Upon 
this hill Jeroboam built a temple, and set up in 
its shrine one of his golden calves, thus polluting 
that ‘ Holy Land” which the Lord gave in cov- 
enant promise to the seedof Abraham. There- 
fore has the curse come upon Dan. Though 
one of the noblest sites in Palestine, though en- 
compassed by a plain of unrivalled fertility, it haps, result in discoveries or inventions of 
and its plain are now alike desolate. ‘The pro-| great importance. When bricklayers leave off 
phetic curse is fulfilled to the letter,— Jn all| work for a day or two, as from Saturday to 
your dwelling places the cities shall be laid waste, Monday, they push their trowel io and out of 
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PREVENTION OF Kust IN IRON.—Many a 
valuable hint is to be obtained from an intelli- 
gent, practical laboring man which may lead the 
philosopher into a train of ideas that may, per- 


and the high places shall be desolate ; that your' the soft mortar, so that the bright steel may be 
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smeared all over with a film of it, and find | Health, the best of all gifts, has generally 
this plan an effectual remedy against rust. In| prevailed. The husbandman has been able to 
Wren’s * Parentalia” there is a passage bearing perform his work with but little hindrance. 
upon this subject: “In taking out iron|The season has been favorable, on the whole, 
cramps and ties from stonework, at least four | for agricultural pursuits. Ohio has not an ay- 
hundred years old, which were so bedded in!erage yield; Michigan suffered with drouth 
mortar that all air was perfectly excluded, the | and fires; Indiana an average crop; Wisconsin 
iron appeared as fresh as from the forge.” suffered by drouth and chinch-bug; Minnesota 
Oxygen, which is the main cause of rust, is|average; Illinois and Lowa over an average ; 
abundant in the composition of both water and Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska, average. 
the atmosphere; and that quick-lime has an As grain growing is our principal branch of 
astonishing affinity for it is evinced in the} farming, other things have but a small part. 
homely practice of preserving polished steel or} Our grain reaches market in various shapes. 
iron goods, such as fire-irons, fenders, and the} Many million bushels leave us for eastern con- 
fronts of “ bright stoves,” when not in use, by sumption, while much of it here is converted 
shaking a little powdered lime on them out of into beef, pork, mutton, poultry and horse 
a muslin bag, which is found sufficient to pre-| flesh, which is used among ourselves and the 
vent their rusting. Another instance, very|surplus sent abroad. There is so much coarse 
different and far more delicate, bearing upon | feed used in most of the northwestern States, 
the same principles—the manufacturers ofthat tame hay bears but a small proportion of 
needles. watch-springs, cutlery, etc., generally | feed. Prairie hay in great quantities can yet 
introduce a small package of quicklime into| be had in Minnesota, Lowa, Nebraska and Kan- 
the box or parcel with polished steel goods, as|sas. Many thousands of acres are yet pastured 
security from rust, before sending it toadistant| in Illinois on open prairie. But little hay can 
consumer, or stowing it away for further use. | be cut, only in enclosed fields. 
These cases are extremely curious, because, as a| Using the decimal 10 as an average annual 
general rule, bright steel or iron has a most] yield, wheat will stand 9-10, which is one tenth 
powerful affinity for oxygen ; consequently, it | less than an average. It is plump, safely har- 
is very readily acted upon by damp, and is|vested, and of an excellent quality. Barley, 
rusted in a short time, either by decomposing the | good quality, standing 9-10; rye, 9-10 ; oats, 
water and obtaining oxygen from that source, or| very good, 12-10; cora, 10-10—though in Il- 
direct from the atmosphere. It is not absolute- | linois and Lowa it may be estimated at 12-10, as 
ly essential that the quicklime should be in| we have never had a larger and sounder crop. 
actual contact with the metal, but if somewhere | Buckwheat but little raised, estimate 10-10; 
near, as in the case of the parcel of lime packed | potatoes, 10-10. Apples—as there are 80 many 
with the needles or watch-spriogs, the bright} young orchards just begianing to bear, it is 
metal will remain a loag while without] difficult to compare this year with one or two 
the least alteration in its appearance, the lime|ye#rs past. Our oldest orchards have not pro- 
(which is already an oxide of calcium) either | duced this year as well as last. Most of the 
receiving an additional dose of oxygen, or be-| fruit is very fair and perfect in our young 
ing converted into a carbonate of lime.—Build- | orchards. ‘ eit 
ing News. Dairying.—But little attention is paid to 
this branch of husbandry west of Ohio. No 
good reason can be assigned why. I will give 
you my views on dairying in some future 
number. 

Sheep are being largely introduced ; it is 
impossible to give anything near a true esti- 
mate of the number brought here in the last 
two years. The severe drouth in Pennsylva- 
nia, Ohio and Michigan caused many sheep to 
find a market here—feed being abundant, and 
some residents having a touch of the sheep and 
wool fever, were ready to buy, and at what 
would be considered “‘hiyh figures.” In five 
years western wool will reach your market in 
considerable quantities. 

Pork.—Our hog crop will fall considerably 
short of last year in numbers; but I think the : 
average weight will more than make up. Corn 
being a light crop last year, and pork we 
thought high, many small hogs were put into 
market, leaving the number of store hogs small, . 
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From the Country Gentleman. 
FARMING AND CROPS AT THE WEST. 


Thanksgiving-day has come and gone. Thou- 
sands of loyal people of the great Northwest 
have had their annual day of praise and rejoic- 
ing. * Our harvest is past and summer ended for 
the notable year of ’64. No part of the world 
has greater reasons for gratitude to the Great 
Giver of blessings than those residing over this 
broad extent of territory. We do not, by any 
means, say that all have had the horn of plenty 
fall and overflowing. The drouth shortened crops 
in many localities. The chinch bugs committed 
their depredations to the loss of the farmer to the 
amount of millions of bushels. The war we have 
scarcely felt, only by the absence of our dear ones, 
and those lost never to return. The tramp of 
invading armies we krow but little about, ex- 
cept on our southern borders. 
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and the hog cholera for the last two or three 
years greatly diminished our hog business 
In looking over the account of “hog pack 
ing in Chicago,” from Oct. 1 to Nov. 26— 
received live and dressed, 396,221. Received. 
in one day, Nov. 5, 29,508. ° 
Reef.—W hile there is room on our prairies 
for free pasture, beef cattle will remain an 
item. Many of the western beeves have no 
other feed than prairie grass. Nearly all in- 
tended for packing at Chicago, during fall 
seasons, are grass fed. Those fed corn are 
ready for market between January and July. 
It is quite gratifying to a ‘‘Sucker” to 
know that more than half the whole number of- 
beeves in New York market, are raised in the 
Sucker State. From Oct. ist to Nov. 26 the 
receipts of beef cattle in Chicago have been 
about 2,000 daily. Week ending Oct. 22, 


16,051. One day, Saturday, Nov. 26, 2708 
received. C. G. Taytor. 
Rock Island Co. Ill., Dec. 18, 1864. 


sai amar 
“ We that have believed do enter into rest.” 


For we that have believed do enter into rest; 

Though blessings wait the future, we, even here, are 
blest ; 

Anointed for the kingdom, whose crown is not yet 
given 

Here through Thy presence learning to dwell with 
Thee in heaven. 


Although the port be distant, sweet haven of our 
peace, 

We have a Pilot with us whose words bid tempests 
cease ; 

We know that Thou wilt guide us through all unto 
the shore 

Where waves and storms and dangers are past for 
evermore. 


Thy presence shall go with us, what need we more 
than this? 

Our trust doth hold within it the earnest of Thy 
bliss ; 

In chadows or in sunshine Thy smile alike we see, 

Through calm or troubled waters we journey home 
with Thee. 


Our eyes may fail with watching, the clouds veil 
every star, 

The beacon fires burn dimly, the land may seem 
afar; 

0 Thou, to whom the darkness is open as the light, 

Teach us to trust Thy wisdom to guide our boat 
aright. 


For we that have believed do enter into rest ; 

We know that Thou wilt guide us, we know Thy way 
is best 

And toward the happy country where perfect rest 
shall be, 

The rest that-yet remaineth, we journey on with 
Thee. 


Redeemer, Friend, and Leader, our Saviour and our 
Guide 
In this Thy rest enfolded, what can we ask beside ? 
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No more for present peacefulness, no more for joy 
to come, 
If thou wilt lead our loved ones with us to rest and 
home. 
Lucy Fletcher. 


ne 
SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


ForEIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Liverpool 
are to the 22d ult. ° 


Great Britaryx.—The work of shipping the new 
Atlantic Telegraph cable from the works of Glass, 
Elliott & Co., at Greenwich, near London, on the 
small vessel which is to convey it to the Great 
Eastern, which lies nearer the moutb of the Thames, 
was commenced on the 19th. The entire length of 
the cable will be atout 2700 miles, and its weight 
5000 tons. It is shipped in pieces of two miles long, 
which are to be united on board the Great Eastern, 
and then coiled in tanks. It is expected that this 
will be completed by the end of the 5th month, and 
advantage will then be taken of the first fine weather 
to attempt the laying of the cable from Ireland to 
Newfoundland. The promoters of the enterprise are 
very hopeful of success, should the weather prove 
favorable. It is stated that, profiting by experi- 
ence, great improvements over the former cable 
have been made in the present one. 

The commander of a Peruvian war ship, lying in 
the Thames, was recently arrested on a charge of 
violating the Foreign Enlistment Act, in enlisting 
men to serve on his vessel. His vessel being out- 
side of the territorial jurisdiction of the magistrate, 
he was discharged. He was again arrested at Ply- 
mouth, charged with repeating the offence there, 
but on examination, the case was dismissed on 
account of insufficient evidence. 


DenmarK.—The Ministers have presented in the 
Rigsraad, a bill for the abolition of all transit 
duties in Denmark. 


Hotstein.—A meeting of land proprietors had re- 
solved to present an address to Austria and Prussia, 
denouncing a former address, drawn up by Baron 
Von Scheel Plesseo, which expressed « desire for 
annexation to Prussia, urgently requesting a con- 
vocation of the States, and demanding that the 
rights and desires of: Schleswig and Holstein to 
exist under their own Duke as part of Germany, be 
granted without restriction. The Austrian govern- 
ment, however, hus refused to receive either of the 
addresses, having determined on the principle of 
not accepting any manifestation on the subject of 
the Duchies. 


Prussta.—The constitutional controversy of last 
year, between the Goveroment and the Chamber of 
Deputies, has been revived. The King opened the 
Chambers on the 14th ult., with a speech, which 
though apparently conciliatory, and expressing a 
hope that the differences between them might be 
reconciled, yet maintained the attitude formerly 
assumed by the Government, by declaring that a 
good understanding with the Chamber could only 
be secured by “the maintenance of the organization 
of the army, which gnarantees its military effi- 
ciency, and consequently the security of the coun- 
try;” thus persisting in his former demand of an 
organization which would place the army wholly at 
the disposal of the King. The Chamber re-elected, 
by a larger majority than last year, its President 
and two Vice-Presidents, all obnoxious to the 
Government; and the first-named officer, in his 
opening address, strongly stated the leading 
grounds of complaint against the Government, 
and the determination to maintain the constitu- 
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tional rights of the crown and the people. In 
this purpose he is sustained by nearly all the Dep- 
uties. Even the Roman Catholic party have given 
notice of an address to the King, declaring recon- 
ciliation possible only by the Government’s acknow!l- 
edging the constitutional right of the Chamber to 
vote the Budget, and its proposing to diminish the 
military expenses of the country as much as pos- 
sible. The majority of the Prussian Liberals, while 
firmly maintaining their political rights, avow their 
determination to do so peaceably, and without re- 
course to a revolution. 


Spain.—It is asserted that Spain will demand 


from Peru an indemnity of 15,000,000 francs (about 
$5,000,000), for all grounds of complaint. 


France.—Two French prelates, the Bishop of 


Moulia and the Archbishop of Besangon, have 
openly violated the prohibition by the Government, 
and read the Pope’s encyclical letter in their cathe- 
drals. The Government has thereupon demanded 
of the Council of State a judgment, declaring the 
legal nullity of the act thus committed. 


Sours America.—Advices from Rio Janeiro of 


12th month 25th, announce that Paraguay had de- 
clared war against Brazil. The difficulty appears 
to have arisen partly from disputes respecting 
boundaries, and partly from a previously existing 
contest between Uraguay and Brazil, in which 
Paraguay tukes part in aid of the former. 


Canapa.—The Alien bill, designed to prevent and 
suppress outrages upon the frontier of the United 
States, has passed both Houses of the Canadian 
Parliament. 

The plan of the Constitution for the proposed 
Confederation of the British North American prov- 
inces has been submitted to the British Ministry 
for consideration, and the Colonial Secretary, in a 
dispatch to the Governor General, expresses a fa- 
vorable opinion on the whole, but objects to the 
proposition to confer upon the Lieutenant Governors 
of the provinces the power of pardonivg criminals, 
and to the plan of a Legislat.ve Council, to be com- 
posed of a fixed number of members appointed for 
life, and holding a position in the government c rres- 
ponding to our Senate or the British House of Lords. 
The British Parliament was to meet on the 7th inst. 
and the Ministers designed at once introducing a 
bill to give effect to the plan. They have invited 
the Canadians to send delegates tu England to be 
present and give the government their counsel dur. 
ing the consideration of the measure in Parliament. 


Domestic.—The Legislatures of Illinois, Ruode 
Island, Michigan, West Virgiuia, New York, Penn- 
sylvania, Massachusetts, Maryland, Missouri and 
Maine, have ratified the Constitutional amend- 
ment proposed by Congress prohibiting slavery 
in the United States, The Governor of Mary- 
land was the first jin announcisg Officially to 
the Legislature of his State on the lst inst. the 
—— of the proposition by Congress. The 

ouse of Delegates took up the subject immediately, 
and approved the amendment, but the Senate did 
not concur until the 3rd. Ia West Virgiaia and 


Massachusetts the vote was uvanimous in both 
Houses. 


The State Constitution of West Virginia contained 
& provision prohibiting slavery after a term of years, 
but both Houses of the Legislature have now con- 
curred in passing an act immediately abolishing and 
henceforth prohibiting slavery in the State. The 
act takes effect at once. 

An act bas passed the Senate of Kentucky which 
provides that if any slave shall hereafter voluntarily 
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quit the service of his or her owner, such owner 
shall not be compelled to pay for boarding, clothing, 
medical attendance or other necessary assistance 
rendered to such slave while absent. Another act 
is pendirg in the same body, to repeal all laws re- 
quiring slave owners to pay a reward for the appre- 
hension of runaway slaves, and all laws authorizing 
the commitment of such runaways to the jails of the 
State, and also the law imposing a fine upon tbe 


owoer or hirer of aslave, who shall license such 


slave to go at large and trade as a free man, or to 


vire himself out for his own benefit. 


The Constitutional Convention of Missouri, in de- 
fining the qualifications of voters, has adopted a 
provision disfranchising any person who has been in 
armed hostility to the United States, given aid, 
countenance or support to persons engaged in such 
hostility, been connected with any society in- 
imical to the government, been a guerilla, or bhar- 
bored such, left the State to avoid draft, or 
not enrolled himself, or who, after having exer- 
cised the elective franchise in that or any other 
State, has under the claim of alienage obtained ex- 
emption from military service. 


A circular has been issued and extensively circn- 
lated among the loyal refugees from Virginia, of 
whom itis said there are over 40,000 in the free 
States, calling a mass convention of the loyal people 
of Virginia, to be held at Alexandria on the 22nd 
inst., to consider the condition of the State, the best 
means of bringing the whole of it under the protec- 
tion of the Constitution and laws of tbe United 
States, by means of the civil government already es- 
tablished, aod the future course and policy of the 
restored government. Loyal refugees are partico- 
larly requested to attend. 

J. S. Rock, a colored lawyer of Boston, has been 
admitted to practice in the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 


Considerable excitement bas been occasioned witb- 


in the last few weeks, by numerous reports of ‘‘nego- 
tiations for peace,” or efforts towards such, said tobe 
in progress between our government and the rebel 
leaders. Amidst the various and contradictory ac- 
counts published, and in the absence of any an- 


thorized statement from those who alone know the 


facts, it is perhaps impossible to ascertain the whole 
truth. It appears clear, however, that Francis P. 


Blair, Sr., of Washington, a personal friend of Pres- 
ident Lincoln, but holding no official position, was 
recently permitted to pas3 through ths lines and 


visit Richmond, as was then supposed, on private 


business. Daring his stay there, he had some in- 


terviews with Jefferson Davis, and after returning, 


and communicating with the Presidenl, he went 


again to Richmond, and it is understood again met 
J. Davis. What passed on these occasions has not 


transpired, but on the 30th ult., after his second re- 
turn, three persons, Alexander H. Stepbens, the 
rebel Vice-President, R. M. T. Hunter, formerly U. 
S. Senator from Virginia, and John A. Cainpbell, 
late rebel Assistint Secretary of War, sent by flag 
of truce to General Grant’s lines, a request to be al- 
lowed to pass through them and proceed to Wash- 
ington. The rebel papers represented that they 
were vot acting in any official capacity, but that 
their object was simply to confer informally with 
the heads of the government, as F. P. Blair was sup- 
posed to have done with J. Davis, as to the terms of 
peace, which could be offered or accepted on each 
side. After a little delay, owing to General Grant’s 
temporary absence, they were received at his head- 
quarters, and Secretary Seward proceeded thither on 
the Ist inst. to meet them. Subsequently they were 
forwarded to Fortres? Monroe in Generat Grant’s 
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went, and on the 3d, he and Secretary Seward had 
a conference of several hours with them, after which 
the parties returoed to their respective abodes. No 
account of the interview has yet been authorita- 
tively made public, but a meeting of the Cabinet 
was held afier the President’s return, at which 
probably, the whole matter was considered. It is 
generally supposed that no basis of settlement was 
attained, as it is understood that the rebel repre- 
sentatives insisted upon recogpition of the indepen- 
dence of the “ Confederate States’ as an indispen- 
gable condition of peace on their part; a conditiou 
which the President, even if he were so disposed, 
has not power to grant. 

A fire occurred at Savannah on the 27th ult., de- 
stroying several buildings. Later the same night, 
another broke out, which proved very disastrous, 
burning, it is estimated, over 200 buildings, and 
rendering as many families houseless. One of the 
buildings burned had been used as a rebel maga- 
zine, aud contained a large number of shells, the 
explosion of which added much to the danger and 
alarm. Several lives are believed to have been lost, 
but the accounts yet received are incomplete. Both 
fires were supposed to be the work of incendiaries. 
Measures were speedily taken for the present relief 
of the sufferers who had lost not only their dwell- 
ings, but ail their property; but aid from other 
quarters will doubtless be desirable. 


Mivitary AFFAirs.—Advices from New Orleans to 
the 31st ult. stated tuat refugees who had arrived in 
that city, and who left Mobile on the 16th, said that 
the rebel forces commenced on thut day the evacu- 
ation of Mobile, removing the guns, stores, &c. to 
Selm», Alu. Simultaneously with this movement, a 
sweeping conscription was going on among the 
citizens, to escupe which many were fleeing from the 
city. The garrison was said to be small, consisting 
of militia, and it was supposed that little or no 
effort would be made to defend the city if attacked. 

We have no certain accouots of Generai Sher- 
man’s position or movements. Rebel reports say 
that on the lst a force, supposed to be a heavy one, 
drove in their cavalry at Whippy Swamp, thirty 
miles northwest of Pocotaligo, and the same distance 
southwest of Branchville. They generally supposed 
General Sherman to be moving on the latter place, 
but some believe Charleston to be his object, and 
others Augusta. The 20th corps occupies Roberts- 
ville, 50 miles above Savannah, and a few miles 
from the river. 

The Southwestern rebel army, late under General 
Hood, is said to bave gone into winter quarters at 
Tupelo, Miss. We have no recent accounts of any 
operations of the army of Gen. Thomas. 


Coneress.—The Senate further discussed the res- 
olution proposing retaliation for ill-treatment of 
prisoners, adopted amendments to make the retali- 
ation conform to the usuages of war among civ- 
ilized nations, added @ resolution in favor of an ex- 
change of prisoners, and advising the appointment 
of Commissioners of Prisoners to look after the 
condition of our prisoners in future, and then passed 
the resolution as thus amended. A Resolution was 
also adopted, instructing the Indian Committee to 
inquire into the expediency of reporting @ bill to 
organize a Territorial Government for the region 
known as Indian Territory; and the House joint 
resolution excluding the electoral vote of the rebel 
States, on the ground that no valid election was 
held in those States. A motion to exempt Louis- 
iana from this exclusion was lost, yeas 15, nays 23. 
The final vote on the resolution was yeas 29, nays 
10. Wilson, of Massachusetts, introduced a bill 


dispatch boat, whither the President himself also 
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providing that no person shall be excluded from 
travel on any railroad or navigable waters within 
the United States, on account of color, and colored 
passengers shall be subject to the same laws and 
regulations as whites; and also a biil forbidding 
the sale or passage of any notes, script, &c., of the 
so-called Confederate States, or avy one of them. 
Sumner, of Massachusetts, offered a series of joint 
resolutions, which were ordered to be printed, de- 
clariog that the rule followed in ascertaining the 
two-thirds of both Houses, proposing the amend- 
ment to the Constitution, should be followed in as- 
certaining the three-fourths of the States ratifying 
the amendment; that as the first is founded on the 
fact of representation in the two Houses, the second 
must be founded on representation in the govern- 
ment of the country, and support thereof; that all 
acts, executive and legislative, in pursuance of the 
Constitution, and all treaties, are valid throughout 
the United States, although certain rebel States fail 
to participate therein, and the same rule applies to an 
amendment of the Constitution ; that the amendment 
prohibiting slavery will be valid whenever ratified 
by three-fourths of the States de facto exercising the 
powers of the United States under the Constitution ; 
and that any other rule, requiring the participation 
of the rebel States, while illugical and unreasonable, 
is dangerous in its consequences, as it would inval- 
idate all recent Presidential proclamations, acts of 
Congress and treaties. The Finance Committee re- 
ported adversely on the proposition to increase the 
salaries of men.bers of Congress, and the report was 
agreed to. The Senators from the new State of 
Nevada were received on the Ist inst. 

The House passed bills to construct a ship canal 
around the Falls of Niagara; authorizing the con- 
struction of the Illinois and Michigan ship canal ; 
grauting to the five surviving Revolutionary soldiers 
a gratuity of $300 besides their pension of $100 4 
year; and the Navy Appropriation bill. A provision 
in the latter for the formation of a Board of Admi- 


ralty was rejected. It also adopted the joint res. - 


olution from the Senate ratifying the President’s 
notice to Great Britain of the termination of the 
treaty of 1817, regulating the naval force on the 
Lakes ; and other resolutions inquiring of the Secre- 
tary of War whether exemption from military duty 
under the enrolment law has beey granted to 
preachers of any denomination, which is denied to 
others, and if so, who they are, an@the reasons for 
their discharge; instructing the Committee on 
Public Lands to inquire into the expediency of so 
amendiog the homestead law, that the lands occa- 
pied under it may be taxed for county and other 


purposes ; instructing the Committee on the District. 


of Columbia to inquire whether, and if so, under 
what authority colored persons are forbidden te 
leave Washington without a pass, and what legisla- 
tion is needed to secure equal justice to all, at the 
Capital; directing that no payments be made here- 
after to any railroad company, which has received 
publiclands on condition of trausporting troops, &c., 

free, and requiring the refunding of any sums hereto- 
fore paid to such ; and one offered by F. Wood of New 
York, declaring that itis the President’s duty to main- 
tain in every constitutional and legal manner the in- 
tegrity of the Union, and in no case to proffer or ac- 

cept negotiations admitting by the remutest implica- 
tion the existence of any other Federal or confederate 
government within <he territory of the United 

States. On the last named, only seven negative votes 
were given. The conference committee on the sub- 
ject reported a bill establishing at Washington a de- 
partment for freedmen and abandoned rebel lands, 
the consideration of which was postponed to the 
9th inst. 
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